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YOU KNOW, MULDOON, MY HEART BLEERS FOR 
YOUR PARANOIA 1S YOU, MURILLO, BUT THERE 
REALLY BEGINNING TO IS NO SUCH THING AS 
ANNOY ME. PARANOIA WHEN DEALING 
WITH THESE THINGS. 


LOOK, I'VE CHECKED THE I DON'T NEED TO REMIND 
SYSTEMS FIVE WAYS TO YOU THAT THESE AREN'T 
HAPES AND BACK. THE g y NIMALS WE'RE 
PADDOCK CONSTRAINTS c DEALING WITH. THERE 13 NO 
ARE GREEN ACROSS THE SUCH THING AS TOO MUCH 


HH, PUT AWAY THE WORLDS SMALLEST VIOLIN WILL 
THERE'S NO REASON TO BE SO MELODRAMATIC, 


NOT BEING CARELESS, BESIPES, I CAN'T 
BELIEVE YOUR ATTITUDE. YOU AWEW THIS WAS 
COMI 
YEAH, I KNEW 

IT WAS COMING. T 

OUST DIDN'T KNOW 
| IT WAS COMING. 
\ 7WO MONTHS 


GQ eS 


AN? JUST SO HAMMOND 

COULD PUTON ALITTLE FLEA 

CIRCUS FOR HIS INVESTORS . 

YES, T ANEW IT WAS COMING, 

Lepecaline Pes LIKE JUMP- 

(Ne Hf HOORS. AS/GHE MO MULDOON. 
(Satan rea Smet I WANT THEM To GET 


ARE YOU SURE THESE 
TRENCHES BETWEEN THE 
PENS ARE ADEQUATE? 


GET ON WITH 
IT THEN. 


JHERE(S THE SIGNAL 
FROM MURILLO. LETS 
GET THIS BABY UPAND 

RUNNING, 


THE TRICERATORS 
PEN 1S OPEN. THEY'RE 
HERPING TO THEIR 
PAPPOCK. 


HOW PO YOU GET THEM TO MOVE 
FROM THE PENS TO THE NEW 
PAPDOCKS SO SMOOTHLY,ANY WAY? 


MILD ELECTRICAL 
JOLT. THEY MOVE 

ALONG TOAVOID THE 
= KS 


PS ARE IN THEIR, 

N ALL THE WAY 
EGOS ARE COMMENCING 
KEEP THE TREX ON STAND-By. 


THE STEGOSALIRUS 
PEN |S PREPPED. 
ALSO HEADING FOR 
THEIR NEW HOME- 
SWEET- HOME. 


MY VERSION OF THE 
"eLectRIC COWBOY" } 
IF YOU WILL 


PO YOU EVER RELAX, 


EVERYTHING'S A-OK ‘a 
HERE. THE TRICERATORS 
ARE COMMENCING THEIR 
INTERIOR DECORATING- 
ena WITH THE 
RUBBERY. 
— 


ROGER. GREEN 
LIGHTS ALL THE 
WA> 


THE LAST 
BATCH ISON 
ITS WAY IN 


AAERERAL) 
et MULTIPLE 
FENCE 
FAILURE! GEEZ! 
THEY... THEY JUST 
WENT OFF°LINE/ 


JUST TELL ME WHATS GOIN'ON! 


HOW COULD IT 
GO ANY OTHER WAY’? aa 


YOU HEARD ME, MURILLO! GET 
MUDOON ON THE LINE/MOW/ 


THEY'RE ALL LOOSE-- 
THE STEGOS, THE TRI- 
CERATORS... AND THE 


I CAN'T BELIEVE TM STUCK 
HERE WORKING My ASS OFF 
KATE 
HAMMOND CAN'T EVEN PONY ‘ y 
UPA STINKIN’ BEACH CHAIR. é N THERE WOULDN'T 
2 x EVEN BE A 
JURASSIC PARK IF 
IT WEREN'T FOR 
ME. 


uP 
FOR 


HMPH... 
SOUNRS LIKE THEY FIRED 
HE PADDOCKS. THANKS 
WAITING FOR ME , GUYS! 


T CAN'T BELIEVE 
IT_I COVERED EVERY 
EVENTUALITY. 


I STILL.DON'T UNPERSTANP WHAT THE SHOCKS! THE 
‘SET THE TREX OFF! IT MUST HERDING 


HAVE SEEN AGITATED IN, BE 


cB s% Ma 
WAY TO REACT SO VIOLENTLY IT JUST PROvE 


THEM INSANE! 


DON'T KNOW WHy? I’M NOT EVEN THERE MUST BE Some 
BEING PAID PEANUTS TO WORK WAY TO GET MORE MONEY Jif 
HERE, THe DINOS EAT BETTER FROM THIS LOUSY GIG... 

(AN I DO. 


WELL, NOW. 
THERE'S A 
BIT OF LUCK. 


S 
S| 


SEU, 


WHEW! SEND SOMEONE OuT TO 
FIND HIM BEFORE THOSE DARN 
LITTLE DINGS FINISH THE GDB, 
THAT'S THE LEAST WECAN DO. 


ROGER! THE: 


COULD BE A PROBLEM 

SINCE THE AUXILIARY 

GENERATORS ARE RIGHT, 
IN THEIR PATH. 


SEND ALPHA 


WHERE < 
SHOULD WE START 
LOOKING FOR HIS 
ROYAL HIGHNI 
ANYWAY 7 


ESS 
v7 2» 


HG 


TL MAKE A SURPRISE 
VISIT TOMY ISLAND AND 
THE FIRST THING I SEE 
IS MULDOON PLAYING 
HIGH NOON WITH My REX! 


I WANT TO KNOW WHAT WE CHECKED 
WENT WRONG AND I WANT EVERYTHING... THE 
TO KNOW MOW SYSTEM JUST. 


ID A FEELING... 


THA 
$0 I SENT EM TO 
CHECK. 


RATS... ATE 
THROUGH THE 
CABLES... TECH 
CONFIRMED IT. 


UNBELIEVABLE...THE WHOLE PROJECT g NO REAL HARM DONE. THE Va 
ALMOST BROUGHT DOWN BECAUSE OF Ff DINOS ARE BACK INTHE Le 
RODENTS EATING THROUGH THE NVIRONS. THE PROBL! 
SECURITY SYSTEM CABLES. cs \S BEING DEALT WITH. 

3 - C'EST LAVIE! 


Ny 4 e \ y gn) Nl 
agi |!|\ XN 1] 
3 : OT GET A BONUS 
ONE INJURED TWO MAULED, > S Fe URING THIS 
}OS--ONE PEAP... AND s Z ==> ina 
FR 7 HA Z 
HE GALL i ate = sS y 
Py oz HY: 
= 


y WELL 
AIN'T THAT JUST 
DMA PAR FOR THE 
COURSE... 


Five a you Bien Bi 


DIRTY LOOKS. GREEDY... LET 
YOUR GUARD 
DOWN 


YOU_DIPN'T GO BY THE FIRST 
LAW OF THE JUNGLE. BUT DON'T 
WORRY. T KNOW YOL WERE JUST 
OUT OF PRACTICE. I WON'T PLAN 
ON BEING 30 eee NEXT 


DON'T START HAMMOND! Yl 
BEEN A ROUGH Day. 


mn 


AT LEAST ITS 4 7 OnZ AND HOW. 
OVER. IT WON'T 70 YOU FIGURE 
THAT, 


= 


wi 
ans 


¥ 


WE COULD 
HAVE HAP HOSE 
LITTLE BABIES ON 
THE LOOSE. 


: fanned 


Page! las, we have a little bad. 

fans—the, ‘PARK comic s going, 

on hiatus for a while, and we can't tell you at this point when or 

‘it will be back. detrei rUer ee ee 

eats Lciostion: a tome Naeheieariee Hare eee our 
stensneeees 

Tid jst cea RETURN TO JURASSIC PARK 16 and it vas great \ 


like how you guys go into the events before the movie. It was pretty 


sickening how ‘was all trashed up after the ‘to him, | 
se earns cor einen ay eh aaa 
seeing Grant and Ellie in every issue. 


Victor Jr. Barraza 
512 Tennessee St. S.E. 
Albuquerque, NM 87108 
‘Then you must have loved "Photo Finish’, Victor! Thanks for the kind words, 
but don't ‘Grant and Ellie-they are two characters with a lot of exploring 
left to-do, If not in our comic, then on the. big screen maybe. 


Dear. ic Page, 
TrAnor eses fan lama total dosaur freak. don't hveall of the 
ee oe ee ee ee 
‘Crichton. | also have most of the comic books. As for my other 


stuff, | also have CADILLACS AND DINOSAURS comics, two shelves 
{ull of dino stuff, and a portfolio of my own drawings. | also have the 
DINOSAUR ATTACKS cards from Topps. 

Aki Hubbard 

1679 Academy St 

Jacksonville, Fl 


Keep collecting, Aki! We know there's plenty of neat dino stuff out there left 
to be discovered. 


Dear Topps, 

‘/am your #1 Fan! | don't care about what anyone before or after me 
says. |am definitely your #1 Fant!! | have all of your JURASSIC PARK 
cards and comics. 

Tam a JURASSIC PARK freak! I have every JP figure from series one. | 
also have every Jurassic Park game for every nines made by Nintendo, 

Mark Willard 


Hillside Lane 
Fallsington, PA 19054 
Gee, Mark, you're a freak too! You and Aki should team up and seek out 
‘gainful employment... Coney Island maybe? Just kidding! 


Dear Topes, 
Hi, [love your comics. My name is Carolyn, and | play Jurassic Park with 
my friends but first | would like to start at the beginning... great story with 
the green flame, We even made our own reason for the green flame, The 
‘green flame can turn people into shape shifters, My comic book store holds 
your comics for me. | think that they should doa movie about your comics, 
Maybe | will. I'm going to be a director when | grow up. 
‘guess I'm your #2 fan since everyone else is the #1. 
‘Carolyn Podding 
(Address Withheld by Request.) 
Don't worry, Carolyn. To us, all fans are created equal. We love ya alll! Good 
luck with the directing. You have a good imagination, and that's a great start. 


Dear Jurassic Page. 

| just now got the chance to write you and say thanks for the comics 
Since the first, 'e been hooked on the comic and the artwork is great. 'm 
15 years old, and love Jurassic Park and dinosaurs. | know Just about 
everything about dinosaurs, and have been on several dinosaur digs, 
including one with the discoverer of the Utahraptor. | also want to be a 
paleontologist, | have a ton of “jurassic Park” stuff and dinosaur stuff. 


‘Well, I thank you again for the comics, and hope this is printed so that | 
could gain some pen pals with my interests. 

‘Amber Struthers 

3132.N. 90th Dr. 


Phoenix, AZ 85037 
You heard her! She wants pen pals! Get those pens and paper out now! 


Dear Jurassic Page, 

I really like your comic book. | think it's great. | like dinosaurs and | 
thought that “Jurassic Park” is the best dinosaur movie of all time. 

just got RETURN TO JURASSIC PARK #6. | missed #5 and hope 
to get it at a comic shop soon. | found out from your comic that there is 
going to be a jurassic Park part two. Is that why they stopped producing the 
toy figures? One day | was going to get a T-rex figure for my little brother 
for his birthday, but | found out they were sold out and they didn't make 
them any more. | did find a “Jurassic Park” Dimetrodon for him thought, 
even if Dimetrodon isn’t a dinosaur. | hope they start making figures again. 
‘When is “Jurassic Park” two coming to theaters? | can't wait to see it. 

One of your letter writers a Kriss S. Mower inRETURN TO 
JURASSIC PARK #6 said that he didn't want Grant in “Jurassic Park” part 
‘two. | like Grant, he's a super cool guy! | think he should be in the movie- 
and Elle too. | hope dat you beep them In. your comics 

When | got RETURN TO JURASSIC PARK #6 Ishoueh tat Derrek 
was Grant. They look alot alike, except Derrek is younger and has a cooler 
hair cut. | finally figured out who he was when I read "What Has Gone 
Before.” | like him and I think he's nice, because even though Gustavus 


C/O TOPPS COMICS, ONE WHITEHALL STREET, 
NEW YORK, NY 10004 


“wanted to kill him and Abby, when the dinosaur attacked he wanted to save 
“him anyway. | think he is a good person, he's sort of like my cousin Ryan. 
NN ba fe ser Sr FO Thope he will. 

Thank you ‘over my letter. hope it is put in the Jurassic 
Page. | would fate it very much. | have enclosed a drawing put 
icon the Jurassic Rammer Ws nee heal Pir) ev ete, 


122 SE Caulder Cir. 
We Kim-that saat ope yo mad M7 and 
Derrek is I you liked issues # 
#8 of RETURN TO JURASSIC PARK os well Thanks for the drowing 0. 
It looks very nice on our Jurassic Page. And don't worry about those toys-witen 
the new movie comes out, you can bet there will be new toys. 


Dear Jurassic Page, 

First off, | want to say that | love your comics, | have been collecting 
them since they first came out, | have all of them except "Heirs to the 
Thunder" part one, and the newsstand edition of the movie adaptation, 

Inoticed that your drawings are getting a bit sloppy. No offense, they 
are really good, but compared to the movie adaptation, they could be a 
little better. 

also want to know why, on the letters page in "Photo Finish” you told 
Amanda-Jane Eccles that "Raptor" was a four-part series. As far as | know 
it was only two parts. Am | wrong? 

really like Jon Okeefe's idea of a picture page, You could call it 
"Prehistoric Pictures." 

Keep up the awesome work 

Matthew Ty. Elis 
6770 S. Pointe Ct. SW 
Wyoming, Mi 49509 

You are right, Matthew. “Raptor” was only a two part series, followed up 

by “Raptor Attacks”. 


Dear Topps, 
Comment ‘on what Rossana Gumaza wrote in RETURN TO 
JURASSIC #7, | would like to make it clear that there were 


Stegosaurs in the Jurassic Park movie, although the animals themselves 
‘weren't seen. In the scene in which Nedry steals the embryos out of the 
cold storage department, we see that the embryos are labeled according 
to species and Stegosaurus is one of the labels. 

‘A number of readers have written in complaining that the T-rex is 
shown too upright. | agree that Tyrannosaurus rex and the other dinosaurs. 
walked and ran with their tals held off the ground, but when they were just 
standing still, | think it's possible that they may have stood more erect, 
perhaps even puting thelr els on che ground and resting agsnst chem 
Just by looking at a Terex standing with its tail held high off the ground, you 
‘can see that the animal must be out of balance; the head would be too 
heavy. And many people argue that the legs alone of the T-rex would not 
have been strong enough to support it's six--ton body. 

‘As for having Utahraptors in the comics, it would be nice to see one, 
but | don't think it should be done for several reasons. First of al, there 


[Oe Ce ee Oe 


: 
: 


are already too many dinosaur species on the istand. Second, having a 
Urahraptor wouldn't make much sense story wise, and would take away 
from the Velociraptors. Why would the humans have been so scared and 
‘worried abut the Velociarptors when a stronger, faster, and smarter Raptor 
has been there the whole time? However, if you can create an interesting 
story, perhaps BioSyn creating several dinosaur species of its own and 
introducing them to the island, ! would like nothing more than to see a 
Urahraptor or two. 
Keep up the great work. 
Justin J. Petersen 
South Dakota Dept. of 
Jurassicparkology 
P.O. Box 782 
Hoven, SD 57450 
Thanks for your comments, Justin! But if you have the choice of being in a 
cage with either @ tiger or a bear...well thst’s not much of a choice, is it? 


Dear jurassic Page, 

\ have always loved “Jurassic Park” ever since | saw the movie I've been 
fascinated by dinosaurs and when I saw the comic | grabbed it brought it 
home and read it. Then they came out with everything and | went Crazy. 

So, until you bring back Nedry, make mine Jurassic Park. 

Mark Wolfe 
914 Allaire Rd. 
Spring Lake Heights, NJ 07762 

‘Whoops, we've got Nedry in this issue, Mark. Good thing it's the last one, huh? 


Dear Topps, 

I'm sending you this picture because I've never seen my work in a 
special place before and | would like it very much if you would put this 
drawing inthe next “urassic Page? chat you have room on. rally liked 
"RETURN TO JURASSIC PARK#7. 


Joshua Heath 
1625 Whitney St. 
Phillips, ME 04966 

Gee, Joshua, we're glad you think our comic is special. Your drawing is too. 


Dear Topps, 
{am a faithful JP reader, | have every issue of your comics. By the way, 
tell Michael Golden he is doing a terrific job. Well, keep up the good work. 
Tel all the other readers out there that if they are on internet, please 
write me at: luckett@hookup.net 
Chris Luckete 
17 Thornton Trail 
Dundas, Ontario L9H_ 6X9 
Ab, a milestone, our fist internet hookup! Congratulations, Chris, 


Dear Topps, 
In my opinion, I'm your biggest fan. | mean the biggest. Not only me, 
but my best friend andl are. We love to draw too, We draw dinosaurs all 
the time. | myself have over |00 drawings. | love your comics, It's the 
only way I'll read. But because | live in a small town, | don't get alot of 
them, Right now, | only have 14 JURASSIC PARK comics, | was wondering 
if you could sell me some, 
| also want to say what a great job you are doing on the comics. Not 
that I'm bored with them, but the Raptors and the long dialogues are kind 
of annoying. Keep up the fantastic work. You are doing great. 
Jay McCracken 
129 Teromi Lane 
Longview, WA 98632 
Yes, Jay, you can order comics by calling Space Traveler. The number is listed 
‘on the inside front cover of this comic. 


Hey Topps, 
How's it going? | love your comics, especially RETURN TO 
JURASSIC Pat 


My name is Mary. Well, one of them anyway. I say 
this because some of my friends call me Elie and the guy atthe comic 
store calls me spooky Scully (from “"The X-Files"). im a huge fanatic of the 
show, comic and cards. | have all of the first year comics and all of the 
season one of the cards. My room can tell anyone | love the show. 

First of all, | totally agree with Brandon D. of Fulton Kentucky on the 
fact that the more stuff you have, the bigger fan you are. | have tons of “X- 
Files” stuff cause | love to collect. It gives me something to do. I'm nuts 
over “Jurassic Park.” the only things | have of it are are a couple of 
dinosaur posters, a banner that | made that says "When Dinosaurs Ruled 
the Earth’, and some pictures from a magazine | found about Steven 
Spielberg, the movie, the book, seties one of the cards, and Ariana 
Richard's autograph. | love “Jurassic Park” That's why I still get on the 
‘edge of my seat when I'm watching the movie, (I still chink itis totally 
hilarious when the T-rex eats Gennarro off the toilet) and why I'm on my 
fifteenth time through the book. | would collect more things but Danville 
stopped selling items, and I mean everything but he comic, about April of 
94. the comic is very hard to come by. 

Second of all, 'm thirteen and | think | want to be a paleontologist. I'm 
ot sure though. Hey, with my luck scientists just might find the right 
information to create a clone of a human or even a Velocirpator. Jurassic 
Park here | come. Anyway, did you “Jurassic Park” experts out there know 
that Laura Dern and jeff Goldblum are going together! Did you know that 
Universal studios is opening a Jurassic Park water ride in 1997 at Orlando? 
Cool huh. “Jurassic Park" here | come, 

Mary "Ellie" Proctor 
L141 Lake Ridge Rd. 
Danville, (L.61832 

Thanks for the info, Mary... uh... we mean Ellie. You're right, no telling what 
scientists will discover in the future... but whatever it is, i's sure to be exciting. 
But, what's also exciting is the possibilty of what creative minds will do in 
entertainment in the future. We already know there wil be another Jurassic Park 
‘movie... but what new thrill loom on the horizon. Only time will tell. See you 
in. well sometime soon we hope! 


THANK YOU 1! 

Just one last thanks for all of your support! We've appreciated 
hearing from you over the years, and we've tried to print as many 
of your letters as possible, However, because we received so much 
mail on JURASSIC PARK comics, we weren't able to run all your 
missives, so following is a partial list of our fans who have written 
to us, not in alphabetical order, but in the order that the letters 
were received: Tim Piper; Ted Goldstein; Ryan N. Alllen; Eric 
Thoman; Bryant Jones; Samantha Hawkins; Keeli Thomas; Bryan 
Cenedejas; Jennifer Bialecki; David Kruiper; Kurt Whittemore; 
Timothy Stevko; Chris McInnis; Josh Peterson; Juan Caratachea; 


loway; kersty; Adam Kruminas; Justin 
; Randy Anacleto; Pat Book; Andrew Greig; Clinton P. Crew: 
John Schneider; Claire Gray; Tarren Peterson; Michael Harrel 
Jordan Liberty; John Walogorsky; Josh Olson; Raul Ochoa; Rachel 
Campbell; Ben Stiers; Matthew Bernosky; Dawn C. Lambrose; 
Damian Kolosik; Mike Espetza; Frank Chiribel; Amy Strohmeyer; 
Michael Groman; Manuel Montanez; Hunter Moyer; Chris Gensler; 
Kurt Whittemore; Justin Peterson; Kristen Zeimetz; Jason Yake; 
‘Tommy Creagh; Edwin Miller; Zac Kinder; Aaron Quist; Nancy 
House; James Caldwell; Sarah Merritt; Elaine Wordei 
Gorman Jr; Shannon Mary Borgesss A ny 
Wilson; Ryan Talley; George Miladinovic; Issac McCool; Cody 
Larsen; Nolan Fernandez; Rachel Suzio; Mathew Deliso; Adam 
Dane; Mathew . Koharchick Jeffery Harden Jr: Jesse Brown: Jacob 
Nielsen; James Taylor; Brent Rowe; Nathan yesser; Alicia 
Balser; Noah VanSciver; Bryant Dillon; Shawn Melone; Derringer 
Boggess; Amanda Jean Parla; Jacob Wittbrodt; Matthew Carr; 
Jason Forrest; Fred G. Velez; Jason Kindig; Travis Coyer; Angela 
Cosenzo; Hawk Brammer; Jorma Knowles; James Yoric Vinnie 
Rodriques; Brian Solomon; Sidney Sonsiy; Brennan Dawson; 
Jayson Knutson; Thor Johnston; Patrick M. Stover; Megan Hunt; 
Matt Lakin; Warren Budgell; Jeremy Grimes; Caleb Perry; Evan 
McArthur; Mike Piekarski; Salvador Gonzalez; Bill Faidley; 
‘Thompson; Johnny Cornett; Fernando GAllo; juan Carlos 
Caratachea; Jesse Lewis; Michael Guillen; Matthew C. Carey; Alex 
Noga; Nick Delaney; Robert Walters; John Cornett; Keelan Grace; 
Peng Yang; Kristen Zeimetz; Joshua Hollister; Matthew Horgens; 
Matt Mills; Lewis Peulausk; Eddie Joy; Stacie Parl Grant Blakeney; 
Matthew Nettelton; Heather Brown; Josh Lillie; Jason Taylor; 
‘Adam Booth; Peter A. Marshall; Josh Lacy; Nora Stark; Michael 
Rongo; Ryan Willhoft; Darrell Spradlyn; Ralph Henry; Abb Farr; 
Danny Hanson; and Aaron Bragg. 

That's it- been a blast! 


~Renée Witterstaetter 


The Tyranosaurus Times 


VOL. 1, 958,658 No. 227 


DIGGIN’ FOR DINOS 


TuEsbDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 1996 


FREE 


(PLANTS, ANYWAY) 


Noted geologist (for a day!) and JP editor, Renée Witterstaetter, displays examples of the 300 
million-year-old Sigilaria plant she unearthed on a Pennsylvania sandstone bluff. 


Pennsylvania--The noted geologist-David 
White, once said, "Coal is like character, the 
deeper you go into it, the more interesting it 
becomes." On a recent fossil hunting field trip 
with the Museum of Natural History in New 
York, we found out the abundant truth of that 
statement. 

But, what exactly is coal, and what does it 
have to do with fossils? Any miner in the coal 
towns of Pennsylvania can tell you that coal is a 
black rock that occurs as layers in the earth that 
can be followed in mining for many miles. They 
average 10 to 12 feet in thickness, and must be 
blasted out. 

A geologist describes coal as a black rock 
comprised of highly compressed and altered 
plant material, which grew many millions of 
years ago in widespread swamps, and which was 
buried under great thicknesses of sand and mud. 
All this material was preserved in the thick layers 
in the earth--and having all the ideal conditions 
for coal formation: A large source of plant 
material; A way of protecting the dead plant 
material from destruction through decay; A 
process to alter the dead plant material--it thus 
becomes coal. It is this altered plant material 
that releases energy when coal is burned. 


In short, coal is a rock composed of plant 
remains, which, by burial, escaped de- 
composition and which occurs as layers within 
the surface of the earth. 

This plant material, of course, 
concerns us, the fossil hunters. 

Anyone who has ever seen a swamp has some 
idea of the kind of place that provided the great 
quantities of plant material, that lived over 300 
million years ago, and that later became coal 
layers in Pennsylvania. The trees and other 
plants which grew abundantly fell into the 
shallow swamp and _ produced a great 
accumulation of fallen leaves, twigs, branches 
and trunks. These settled to the bottom of the 
shallow swamp water or formed thick floating 
mats upon which other plants lived and died, 
adding still more plant debris. 

The stagnant water of the swamp helped to 
preserve the dead plant material from decay. 
This accumulation of partially decomposed plant 
material is called peat--the first step in becoming 
coal. 

Pennsylvania geography today bears little 
resemblance to that of coal-forming years. There 
were no rugged mountains and high ridges then. 
All the land was low and flat and densely vegetated 


is what 


All this vegetation has left an 
abundance of material for the 
fossil hunter to pick through-- 
coal and fossils go together 
naturally, because coal is a 
fossil--a fossil fuel, to be exact. 
And around the coal and in the 
sandstone surrounding it, one 
can find all manner of prehistoric 
plant life. In fact, it can be 
rather confusing to the untrained 
eye because these plants from 
the coal-forming period were 
almost always broken into 
fragments and as fossils it is 
difficult to determine which 
leaves, branches, bark and roots The Pioneer Mine in Ashland, Pennsylvania offers escorted 
went together in the original ‘¢urs into the depths of the earth to learn about mining 
plant. It is very much like ‘chniques and view the fossil-encrusted walls, 


mixing together the pieces of several jigsaw If you want to go fossil hunting, check with 
puzzles and then trying to sort them out again in museums in your local area for programs. 
order to do each of the puzzles. But what fun! Programs are often offered at digs in Wyoming 

Some of the more outstanding plants that you and other western states as well. Also if you are 
can find in the coal fields are Lepidodendron and interested in finding out more about coal, visit 
Sigilaria, tall slender trees up to 100 feet high the Pioneer Mines in Ashland, Pennsylvania for a 
with narrow leaves up to 30 inches long. guided tour into the depths of the mines. We 
Cordaites, an ancestor of the modern pines and hope that all of you Jurassic Park fans out there 
spruces, was a giant tree, sometimes topping will have a chance to experience this for 
100 feet with large, strap like leaves up to three yourself! It's not to be missed! (Thanks to 
feet long. Calamities were a treelike relative of Sydney Hornstein of the Museum of Natural 
the inconspicuous modern horsetails and grew to History for providing all our technical material.) 
a height of 20 to 40 feet. Sphenophyllhon was a Reported by R.W. 
low shrub that formed much of the underbrush 
during the Pennsylvania Period. True ferns were 
also found in the underbrush. 

Although this period was known as the age of 
plants, many animals lived as well. Primitive 
amphibians and reptiles were just beginning to 
make their appearance on land. Insects, such as 
cockroaches and dragonflies thrived in the lush 
swamp forests, although very few were preserved 
as fossils. 

The great majority of animal fossils found in 
the rocks of the coal bearing sediments are hard- 
shelled forms, such as clams and coral, that lived 
in the shallow seas and small backswamp lakes. 

Fossils were in abundant supply the day we 
visited the coal field, almost every rock that was 
cracked open revealed a Neuropteris or 
Pecopteris plants, as well as pieces of bark and 
twigs. The most exciting part is seeing a rock 
you think might contain a fossil, and slowly 
picking it open--all of a sudden, it unfolds in 
your hand to reveal the image of a plant that 
hasn't been seen in 300 million years. 

At that point, you feel very small and very 
immense at the same time--very important and 
very insignificant, as two time periods suddenly 
converge. 


